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Trump waives 
Iran sanctions 
for ‘last time’ 


U.S. president gives world powers four 
months to remove ‘loopholes’ from deal 


Amir Tibon, Noa Landau, 
Reuters and 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — USS. 
President Donald Trump 
has decided to once again 
waive sanctions on Iran, 
allowing the nuclear deal 
with the Islamic Republic 
to survive for now. Trump, 
however, has stated that 
this will be the “last time” 
he extends the sanctions 
relief unless the United 
States and its European 
allies can find a way to re- 
move “loopholes” in the nu- 
clear deal within the next 
four months. 

“Despite my strong in- 
clination, I have not yet 
withdrawn the United 
States from the Iran nu- 
clear deal,’ Trump said in 
a statement on Friday. “In- 
stead, I have outlined two 
possible paths forward: 
Either fix the deal’s disas- 
trous flaws, or the United 
States will withdraw.” 

Trump’s October deci- 
sion not to certify Iran’s 
compliance with the nucle- 
ar deal has put Washington 
at odds with all other signa- 
tories of the accord - Brit- 
ain, France, Germany, Rus- 
sia, China and the European 
Union. 

European allies have 
warned of a split with the 
United States over the nu- 
clear agreement and say 


if Washington reimposes 
sanctions on Iran, the pact 
could fall apart. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif re- 
sponded to Trump’s state- 
ment on Twitter, saying 
that it “amounts to desper- 
ate attempts to undermine 
a solid multilateral agree- 
ment.” 

In a statement carried by 
the state-run IRNA news 
agency, Iran’s Foreign Min- 
istry said the country “will 


Trump denies 
‘African shithole 
states’ comment 
News, Page 3 


not accept any change in 
the deal, neither now nor in 
future,” adding that it will 
“not take any action beyond 
its commitments.” 

Britain, France, Ger- 
many and the European 
Union made a joint call to 
the United States to protect 
the Iran nuclear pact, say- 
ing Tehran had a right to 
benefit from the lifting of 
sanctions tied to it. 

The foreign ministers of 
the three European powers 
and EU foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini made 
their plea after their meet- 


ing in Brussels. 

“The accord is essential 
and there is no alternative,” 
France’s Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian told 
reporters. “We do not hide 
the other points of disagree- 
ment [with Iran] that exist.” 

British Foreign Secre- 
tary Boris Johnson, in a 
statement released before 
the start of the meeting in 
Brussels, called the nuclear 
deal “a crucial agreement 
that makes the world safer.” 

A senior American of- 
ficial said that one of the 
main issues Trump wants to 
see addressed is the “sunset 
clause” of the nuclear deal, 
which ends some of the 
restrictions put on Iran’s 
nuclear program within 
ten or fifteen years of its 
signing date. Trump seeks 
an American-European 
agreement to reimpose 
sanctions on Iran, even if 
Tehran takes steps to renew 
some aspects of its nuclear 
program twenty or thirty 
years from now. The offi- 
cial explained that “that’s 
the heart of the decision.” 

In addition, Trump will 
demand that Iran allow 
easier and more immediate 
access to its nuclear sites 
for international inspectors. 
The administration em- 
phasized that Trump also 
wants to see U.S. legislation 
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Demonstrators protesting corruption in the Netanyahu government on their way to the home of natural gas tycoon Kobi Maimon on Saturday night. 


Ofer Vaknin 


Thousands protest corruption, chant against 
Netanyahu’s son over stripper scandal 


Lee Yaron and Haaretz 


Thousands took to the 
streets in Tel Aviv in a mass 
protest against government 
corruption, targeting in par- 
ticular Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu and his 
family. Hundreds also pro- 
tested in northern Israel. 

The demonstrations took 
place days after a tape was 
leaked in which the premier’s 
son, Yair, was heard speaking 


disparagingly about women 
while attending strip clubs 
with his friends. 

The young Netanyahu 
came under fire after it was 
revealed that he was accom- 
panied on his debaucherous 
journey by a state-funded 
bodyguard and driver. In the 
tape, Yair Netanyahu was 
heard telling his friend, the 
son of business tycoon Kobi 
Maimon, not to argue with 
him over 400 shekels (ap- 


proximately $118) meant for 
a prostitute when his father 
had received $20 billion from 
Netanyahu. 

Kobi Maimon is a real es- 
tate mogul and shareholder in 
Isramco, which owns Israel’s 
offshore Tamar gas fields. 
The prime minister’s son was 
referring to the natural gas 
deal that his father signed in 
2015. 

The demonstration took 
the form of a march, which 


set out from Tel Aviv’s Habi- 
ma Square. From there, pro- 
testers walked toward the 
house of Maimon, located on 
Rothschild Boulevard. This 
is the seventh such protest 
in the city; others have been 
held around the countrywide 
for several weeks in a row. 
Demonstrators came car- 
rying signs that read slogans 
such as: “Out with the cor- 
rupt!” and “Not leftist, not 
rightist, but honest!” Others 


read, “Being a pig isn’t ko- 
sher” and “Bibi go home.” 

A counter-protest, attend- 
ed by afew dozen people, took 
place nearby. 

Similar protests against 
corruption are expected to 
take place this week in other 
major cities including Jeru- 
salem, Be’er Sheva, Haifa, 
Rehovot and Eilat. 

Organizers estimated that 
last week’s rally drew 10,000 
protesters. 
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Friends 
and foes? 


Do Israel business 
ties undermine 
Kushner’s mission? 
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Detained and 
harassed 


The life of 
Palestinian teens 
in E. Jerusalem 
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Don’t worry, 
be Gaza? 


IDF asks Gazans 
about quality of 
life in the Strip 
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Air force hits Gaza ‘terror 


Amos Harel 


Israel attacked what the 
military described as “ter- 
ror targets” along the bor- 
der with Gaza, the army an- 
nounced late Saturday. 

In a statement, the Israel 
Defense Forces said that it 
views Hamas as responsible 
for what happens in Gaza. 

Palestinian sources say 
the target of the airborne at- 


tack was a tunnel. 

Since U.S. President Don- 
ald Trump recognized Jeru- 
salem as Israel’s capital on 
December 6, more than 40 
rockets and mortars were 
fired at Israel from Gaza, 
only half of which landed in 
Israeli territory. No Israelis 
were hurt by rocket fire. 

Israel attributes the rock- 
et fire to Salafist groups in 
Gaza, and in one case has at- 


tributed fire to Islamic Jihad. 
Israeli officials, and among 
them the prime minister, 
the defense minister and the 
military’s chief of staff, have 
recently warned Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad on several oc- 
casions against continuing to 
dig tunnels and announced 
that Israel would act to locate 
and destroy them. 

The Israel Defense Forces 
informed the Palestinians on 


Saturday evening that it was 
decided to temporarily close 
for all traffic the Kerem Sha- 
lom crossing in the southern 
Gaza Strip, starting Sunday 
morning. The army said the 
decision, which is unusual, 
was reached “in accordance 
with current assessments.” 
The Kerem Shalom cross- 
ing is the Gaza Strip’s main 
line of supplies. Every day 
roughly 500 trucks, carrying 


goods from the West Bank 
and Israel, pass through it 
and into the coastal enclave. 
Recently, tensions have run 
high along the border, where 
Israel continues to build an 
anti-tunnel wall and where 
three offensive tunnels were 
recently unearthed, as well 
as a recent surge in rocket 
fire. 

Last week the IDF’s chief 
of staff, Gadi Eisenkot, over- 


saw a drill of an elite IDF unit 
which centered on a scenario 
of alarge terror cell infiltrat- 
ing an Israeli community 
along the border with the 
Gaza Strip through a tunnel. 
Over the weekend, Pal- 
estinian demonstrations 
continued close to the secu- 
rity barrier along the Strip, 
focusing on protest against 
Trump’s declaration that Je- 
rusalem was the capital of 


targets,’ closes border crossing 


Israel. Israel’s Coordinator 
of Government Activities 
in the Territories, Major 
General Yoav (Poly) Mor- 
dechai, published a state- 
ment in which he accused 
Hamas of handing out hand 
grenades to youngsters who 
participated in the protests. 
The latter then hurled the 
hand grenades toward IDF 
troops close to the security 
barrier. 


The real person behind “The Post’: 
Talking to the leaker Nixon hunted 


Tzach Yoked 


Forty-six years after he 
leaked the most famous 
hushed-up documents in 
U.S. history, the Pentagon 
Papers, 86-year-old Dan- 
iel Ellsberg has only one 
regret: that he didn’t do it 
several years earlier, be- 
fore the boots of hundreds 
of thousands of American 
soldiers sank deep into the 
Vietnamese mire. 

“I very much wish that 
I put out the documents in 
1964 and 1965, when I had 
the plans for escalation in 
my authorized safe in my of- 
fice at the Pentagon. I think 
they might have caused 
Congress to avert the war 
totally. That was a heavy 
responsibility I had and I 
didn’t act,” he told Haaretz. 

“In fact, hundreds of 
people could have done the 
same and none of them did, 
but I don’t excuse myself for 
that reason. So I wish I had 
put them out much earlier,” 
he says, adding that he kept 
some of the documents he 
didn’t release for publication 
at alater date, and he regrets 
that this never happened. 

Ellsberg spoke with 
Haaretz about a week ago, a 
few days before the Israeli 
release of Steven Spielberg’s 
“The Post,” which was nomi- 
nated for six Golden Globes. 


The film starring Meryl 
Streep and Tom Hanks 
recounts the struggles of 
Washington Post publisher 
Katharine Graham in the 
days of the Pentagon Pa- 
pers, and of Ben Bradlee, 
the newspaper’s executive 
editor from 1968 to 1991. 
Back in 1971, the two faced 
a U.S. administration keen 
to keep the Pentagon Papers 
under wraps. 

That work, about 7,000 
pages classified as top se- 


cret, was written by doz- 
ens of military officers and 
American historians under 
the instructions of Defense 
Secretary Robert McNa- 
mara. The goal was to in- 
vestigate the United States’ 
involvement in Vietnam be- 
tween 1945 and 1967. 

The documents, which 
were supposed to remain 
confidential, revealed de- 
cades of American med- 
dling in Vietnam without 
Congress’ authorization, and 
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Daniel Ellsberg giving a press conference outside the Federal Building in Los Angeles in 1973. AP 


the deception of the Ameri- 
can people, including Wash- 
ington’s involvement in Viet- 
nam’s 1963 coup. The papers 
also revealed the secret plan 
that featured cross-border 
raids by U.S. troops with 
the aim of wiping out the 
Vietcong fighters. 

Like Donald Trump, Rich- 
ard Nixon saw much of the 
American media as his polit- 
ical enemy. Nixon, for whom 
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A complicated matter 


Who’s responsible for neglected 
Jewish cemeteries in Poland? 


Ofer Aderet 


Human remains were 
removed from a Jewish 
cemetery in the town of Si- 
emiatycze in eastern Poland 
last month as part of a proj- 
ect by the Polish Automobile 
and Motorcycle Association, 
the land’s owners, to build a 
parking lot on the site. 

A few months ago, trees 
fell on gravestones in the 
Jewish cemetery in Warsaw, 
burying a large number of 
graves, while a year and a 
half earlier, human remains 
were unearthed during in- 
frastructure work at the 
site of Plaszow concentra- 
tion camp, which was built 
on the ruins of the Jewish 
cemetery outside of Krakow. 

In Plonsk, the Polish city 
where Israel’s first Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion 
was born, a private company 
has been trying to build a 
shopping mall on the local 
Jewish cemetery. 

These four cases received 
widespread media coverage. 
In the end they were dealt 
with by the Jewish commu- 
nity and Polish authorities, 
but dozens of examples of 
neglect and improper care 
of Jewish cemeteries in Po- 
land exist - and most have 
never made the headlines. 


“The situation is ter- 
rible,” says Lili Haber, the 
chairwoman of the Associa- 
tion of Polish Jews in Israel. 
“If there was a level below 
shame and disgust, then I 
would use that.” On the Is- 
raelis of Polish Origin Face- 
book page that Haber runs, 


she posts pictures and video 
clips showing the condition 
of Jewish cemeteries in the 
country. “It makes you want 
to cry when you see some of 
the places. Dogs and cats are 
urinating on our ancestors,” 


she says. 
Between 1,200 and 1,500 
Jewish cemeteries are 


spread out all over Poland. 
The Foundation for the Pres- 


ervation of Jewish Heritage 
in Poland, commonly known 
by its Polish acronym FODZ, 
says most of the cemeteries 
are in an advanced state of 
neglect, “without any mark- 
ing, without fences and even 
without gravestones.” The 
group, which was estab- 
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Czarek Sokolowski/AP 


lished 15 years ago by the 
Jewish communities in Po- 
land, says the sites are “un- 
protected, not maintained 
and inaccessible to visitors.” 

Trying to understand who 
is responsible for this situa- 
tion turns out to be a very 
complicated mission. The 
answer is hidden in the gap 
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